
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS3834 March 15, 2001
For thirty-nine years, La Tribuna has shone 

light on daily events affecting the Hispanic 
community. Part of the foundation of the 
United States Constitution is freedom of the 
press. La Tribuna brings this ideal to life for 
the Hispanic community on a weekly basis 
through the paper’s commitment to truth and 
fairness. Whenever and wherever news hap-
pens, La Tribuna is at the forefront of articu-
lating events in a concise, non-nonsense man-
ner. 

Under the direction of publisher and editor 
Ruth Molenaar, La Tribuna has grown to be a 
well-respected member of New Jersey’s news 
community. The people of my District, and 
New Jersey, are fortunate to have Ms. 
Molenaar and her staff, including Lionel Rod-
riquez, providing fair and accurate news cov-
erage. They have been a reliable voice for the 
Hispanic community for almost two genera-
tions. 

In recognition of the impact La Tribuna has 
had on the community, the City of Newark will 
name a street after the newspaper. The corner 
of Ferry Street and Niagara Street will be 
named La Tribuna Street. 

It is an honor to have La Tribuna operating 
in my District. Its efforts have helped our na-
tion’s Hispanic community to blossom and 
flourish. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
applauding this remarkable organization for all 
it has done for the Hispanic community.
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CELEBRATING CAMP FIRE BOYS’ 
AND GIRLS’ ABSOLUTELY IN-
CREDIBLE KID DAY 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2001

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing the 
birthday of the Camp Fire Boys and Girls’ Ab-
solutely Incredible Kid Day. Each year, on the 
third Thursday in March, the day is set aside 
to help adults communicate better with kids. 
As part of the celebration, adults are encour-
aged to send letters of love and appreciation 
to young people in their lives to show them 
how much they mean to them. Now in its fifth 
year, more than 450 million people have been 
touched by Absolutely Incredible Kid Day. 

Absolutely Incredible Kid Day can make a 
positive impact that will last a lifetime. The 
campaign has received the critical acclaim of 
child and family care experts, award winning 
authors, noted psychologists, and adults and 
kids everywhere. Celebrities such as Oprah 
Winfrey, Jim Carrey and Cindy Crawford have 
also given their support to Absolutely Incred-
ible Kid Day. 

In my hometown of Grand Rapids, Michigan 
the Campfire Boys and Girls West Michigan 
Council has put an enormous amount of time 
and effort into this celebration. In addition to 
having adults write letters to kids they know, 
the organization is also encouraging adults to 
write letters for distribution to at-risk youths 
throughout Grand Rapids. The Council has 
also organized an extensive public awareness 
program complete with posters, stickers and 
stationary to spread the word about this spe-

cial and important day. I applaud them for 
making this day a top priority. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues, 
moms and dads, grandparents, aunts and un-
cles, teachers, mentors and other adults alike 
take time out of their day today to let a young 
person know how much they appreciate them. 
Let them know you care and help make a 
positive difference in their lives today and ev-
eryday by writing a letter of love and support. 
You’ll be glad you did and so will the reader 
of the letter!
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CENTRAL ASIAN REPRESSION AND 
MISMANAGEMENT ARE THE 
PROBLEM NOT THE SOLUTION 
TO COMBATING ISLAMIC EXTRE-
MISM 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2001

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, those 
of us who follow events in Central Asia are 
alarmed by the growing influence of Islamic 
extremism in Central Asia. As my colleagues 
are aware, an Islamic insurgency has taken 
root in the Fergana valley area where the bor-
ders of Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan 
meet. Reports indicate that this insurgency is 
being supported and fueled by the fiercely Is-
lamic Taliban in Afghanistan. 

So far, Kazakhstan has not been directly af-
fected by this insurgency. However, because 
of its oil and mineral wealth, Kazakhstan is the 
crown jewel of the region and is thus another 
likely target of Islamic extremist groups. 
Kazakhstan’s democratically challenged re-
gime has taken note of the alarming develop-
ments in its neighbors to the south and has 
taken steps to strengthen its defenses. That’s 
the good news. The bad news, however, is 
that President Nursultan Nazarbayev has ap-
parently stepped up his repression, and it has 
been reported that he is plundering his oil and 
mineral rich country by siphoning hundreds of 
millions of dollars into foreign bank accounts. 
As a result, President Nazarbayev is said to 
be the eighth richest person in the world. 

The people of Kazakhstan are not as blind. 
They can easily see that they inhabit a rich 
country, and they are justifiably beginning to 
ask why so little of their country’s great wealth 
seems to be trickling down to them. The peo-
ple are also not blind to sham elections, the 
stifling of press freedom, and the jailing of op-
position leaders that have come to charac-
terize the country’s political life. I have been 
told that more and more people in Kazakhstan 
are losing hope, and are more willing to give 
Islamic extremists groups, who claim that they 
will eliminate the corruption of the current re-
gime, a chance to govern. 

In the March 3 issue of the Economist, there 
is an excellent article on Kazakhstan’s security 
situation. At the end of the article, the author 
states ‘‘Government repression and mis-
management help to nourish extremism and 
terrorism in Central Asia. An effort to improve 
social and economic conditions and freedom 
of expression might make Kazakhstan less 
fertile ground for militant zealots.’’ I whole-

heartedly agree with this premise, and I ask 
that the full text of the Economist article ap-
pear immediately after my remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, some people in Washington 
may be tempted to urge U.S. support for the 
Nazarbayev regime because it claims to be a 
bulwark of defense against Islamic extremism. 
But according to the information that I have 
been receiving, it is the Nazarbayev regime 
itself that will likely fuel the growth of Islamic 
extremism. Democracy, a free press, and re-
spect for human rights are the keys to pro-
tecting a country like Kazakhstan from the in-
fluence of Islamic extremists groups. The 
United States must stand with regimes in Cen-
tral Asia who share these key democratic val-
ues, not those regimes and leaders who sub-
vert them.

[From the Economist, Mar. 3, 2001] 
IN DEFENCE 

When the Soviet Union broke up ten years 
ago, the leaders of Central Asia’s newly inde-
pendent states felt safe from possible at-
tacks on their region. Their main concern 
was to promote order, economic reform and 
the assertion of power for themselves and 
their families. They were jolted out of their 
complacency by bomb blasts in Tashkent, 
the capital of Uzbekistan, in February 1999 
and an attack by Islamic militants in 
Kirgizstan in August. Last year Islamists 
again attacked both countries. 

Although Kazakhstan was not directly af-
fected by these attacks, they have alerted 
the country to look to its defences. Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbaev has set about 
making Kazakhstan’s armed forces capable 
of dealing with what he believes are the 
main threats to the state; terrorism as a re-
sult of religious extremism, and organized 
crime. 

He is strengthening defences in the south, 
in the mountainous border regions from 
which an Islamic incursion might come. He 
wants his soldiers to be more mobile. Sniper 
groups are being formed. Villagers with local 
knowledge of the terrain are being recruited 
as guides. The country’s defence budget has 
been more than doubled this year to $171m, 
or 1% of GDP. Soldiers’ pay is to go up by 30–
40%. 

One difficulty is the Kazakhstan’s borders 
were not clearly defined in Soviet times, so 
it is difficult to decide what is a ‘‘border in-
cursion’’. Kazakhstan has 14,000 km (8,750 
miles) of borders with neighboring states. It 
has agreed on its border with China, but it is 
still negotiating with Russia, Kirgizstan, 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. Bulat 
Sultanov, of Kazakhstan’s Institute of Stra-
tegic Studies, worries that ‘‘our border 
troops cannot carry out any operations be-
cause there is no legal basis for them.’’

Last year, Uzbek border guards entered 
southern Kazakhstan and claimed a stretch 
of land. Since then, there have been several 
brushes between Uzbeks and Kazakhs, most-
ly villagers unclear about which country 
they are living in. All this is a distraction 
from the task of making the south of 
Kazakhstan more secure. 

Then there is Afghanistan. Although 
Kazakhstan is not a direct neighbour, the 
fiercely Islamic Taliban who control most of 
Afghanistan are a worry to all of Central 
Asia. They are believed to provide training 
for extremists, among them the Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), which wants 
to set up a caliphate in the Fergana valley, 
where Kirgizstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
meet. The IMU was said to be behind the at-
tacks in Kirgizstan and Uzbekistan in the 
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